Parshat Korach

Questions and Answers

1. “Vayikach Korach” – what did he take?

1. Unkelus – He took himself away (separated) from the community (to rebel/protest against that Moshe made Aharon the Cohen Gadol). 

2. Reish Lakish – he made a bad purchase by trying to bribe his friends into coming with him. 

3. Ramban – he took the advice of his heart, and did what he thought was right. 

4. Baal Ha’Torim – “vayikach korach” is equal gematriyah as “zeh b’mekach ra” – “(took it) with sneaky business” 

5. Rav Kollisher – instead of saying “vayikchoo”, it says “vayikach” – meaning that he took himself, not the congregation, (to complain). 

6. Rav David – he took everything for himself. He must know/acknowledge that everything, (money, wealth, etc) is from Hashem – but Korach thought he earned everything from himself.. lead to his downfall.     Lesson is: his goals were personal interests, so he was wrong. You should have good communal motifs.       Korach didn’t have a right, real argument, so he just got an overwhelming amount of people, because then maybe if people see that, they’ll follow the people. 

7. Rashi says “he “took” over the heads of the Sanhedren through speech. 

8. He took a pair of tzitzis that was all t’cheiles-blue, and went to Moshe and had the argument of the 1 t’cheiles string and the whole thing being t’cheiles. 

9. Rav Hersch – he took something that wasn’t his, which was the leadership of Moshe and Aharon. He was trying to take away their leadership away from them. 

10. S’forno - He took the people that were waiting in line for Moshe. 

11. Kli Yakar – he took bitter souls to help him, (because he knew they were bitter because they (Datan, Aviram, On ben Pelet) were from Re’uven, and the B’chor status was taken away from them by the Levi’im. 

Why does it say “B’nai Eliyahu”? Why does it have to mention Datan and Avirams’ father? 

1. Da’at Mikra – the way they spoke reflected their family.

2. Moshe wanted it to refer to them as “b’nai Eliyahu” because he wanted them to know that their father was a righteous man, and they were disgracing his name by following Korach.    (“D’mot Tziyonko Shel Yakov – when Yosef was about to be inappropriate with Potifar’s wife, the image of Yaakov’s face struck Yosef, and so he stopped himself.)  

Why did Moshe postpone the challenge until the morning? 

1. Because Moshe wanted to let Korach have time to think about it and maybe change his set of mind. 
2. Rav Hirsch – give him time to think it over… On-ben-Pelet went home and his wife convinced him to back down. 
3. Da’at Mikrah – Time to give K’toret was evening and morning, it was too late to do it so he said they’d do it tomorrow. 
4. Gemara – if maan fell at someone’s doorstep, they are righteous. So  Moshe wanted to show everyone if Korach was righteous or not. 
What were the actual complaints of each person? 

1. Rashi – Korach is upset because Moshe chose Elitzafon to be the leader of his tribe instead of Korach who was the right one (from family of Kehat (Levi) which camped next to Re’uven, so we learn that neighbors influence each other). 

a. he gathered 250 men who wore garments full of t’cheilet and asked if they needed it to be on their strings. 

b. Re’uven – because they were oldest sosn so should have been b’chor 

c. Levi’im – because they weren’t chosen to be Kohanim 

d. “Oi Le’Rasha, Oi Leshchina” – “Woe to the evil, woe to his neighbor” = Re’uven encamped next to Levi (mishpachat Kehati). 

2. Ibn Ezra – complained that b’chor (Re’uven) had their spirituality taken away (kehuna was taken away) rebellion happened after inauguration of Mishkan, before the Chet Ha’meraglim. Therefore, they lost their status of 1st-born. Korach waited until after Mishkan, not when princes were chosen, waited until other people were on his side (timing is important). (After Chet Ha’meraglim.) 

3. Ramban – 1. same as Rashi (Elitzafon). 2. Also that Aharon got the Kehuna over him. 3. 250 upset that they were taken out of Egypt and stuck in the desert. 
[if the complaint took place after the Mishkan, then it would be against Moshe for choosing brother, if after Chet Ha’meraglim, then it would be against Hashem, because people would already be angry with Hashem.] 

4. Lox – complaint was out of jealousy. 

5. Rav Soloveitchik – wanted to interpret laws how he wanted (everyone for themselves), rebellion for all of people, not just himself, that’s why he tried to get the Sanhedrin on his side. It’s a rebellion against Rabbinic Judaism. 
6. The Agussa Rebbe – Drugs make you closer to G-d. 

7. The Agussa Rebbe – No real complaint, happens after Parshat Tzitzis so they just wanted to something to complain about. 

What does “Rav Lachem” (“too much for them”) mean? 
1. Rashi – Korach thinks Moshe took too much for his own family

2. Ibn Ezra – Korach told Moshe, “enough! You’ve taken too much leadership for yourself”. 

3. Kli Yakar – Korach says Moshe’s been leader long enough, time to give it up to someone new.

4. Or Chayim – Korach tells Moshe he’s been too much of a rabbi, telling his own version of following Mitzvot, there’s no room to interpret on your own. 
You think you have more power than you actually/really do. 

5. (The Agussa Rebbe – too much drugs is bad for spirituality. (try not to overdose))

6.  Rav Soloveitchik – Why do you think you are better than anyone else? 


Why does Moshe have to tell Hashem not to take their sacrifices? Shouldn’t he already know? 

(Pasuk tet vav) 

1. Rashi – Moshe was clarifying to Hashem not only to not take this sacrifice (Ketores), but also their everyday korbans (Korban Tamid). 

2. Ramban – Moshe was trying to make the rebels look bad – by not taking their sacrifices, it would take away their ability to be Kohanim, because they can’t even do korbanos, so obviously they can’t be a kohen (job of a kohen is to give korbanos). 

3. Lamdeini – How can/how dare Moshe tell G-d not to accept their t’shuva?!?!? Moshe is saying to Hashem to not have mercy on them. But it’s alright because if He accepted their t’shuva, it would reflect negatively on Torah. 

4. S’forno – Moshe was angry because he claimed that they were personally attacking him. Because if the sin is towards Moshe then Hashem can’t forgive the rebels for Moshe. They’d have to ask Moshe and Moshe’d have to forgive them himself. 

Why were Korach, Datan, Aviram, and their families all killed (including their children)
1. Rashi – 

a. it was such a severe an argument that even the children were affected. In courts of heaven, a child has to have at least 2 pubic hairs to be charged for something, but their children didn’t.. But it was so severe that the evil family took over the kids so they had to be charged. 

b. it was that the parents were so bad that even though the kids didn’t do anything, it was so severe that they were also charged. 

2. Midrash – the women and children were part of this argument too, so that’s why they were punished. The pasuk says that they all stood next to their husbands outside of the tent. So this is how we know that women were involved. (Avon’s wife was not involved with this). 

3. Agussa Rebbe – Moshe was high when he was talking to Hashem, which made him closer to G-d. 

Moshe “fell” on his face. Why? 
1. Rashi – He’d been constantly arguing for the Jews, so he just gave up. It’s his 4th strike against him.

